
Cyclist Right-of-Way at Four-Way Stops in Toronto: Who’s at 

Fault in a Collision? 

Toronto Bicycle Accident Lawyers Explain Right-of-Way Rules 

A cyclist comes to a full stop at a four-way intersection in Toronto. Moments later, the 

cyclist proceeds through the intersection. Suddenly, a driver hits the cyclist. Later, the 

driver insists they did nothing wrong and that the cyclist should have yielded. This 

scenario plays out often on Toronto streets, especially when it comes to Toronto bicycle 

accidents.  

Often, these intersection accidents raise important questions. Who had the right of 

way? Who was at fault? And who’s responsible for paying for this bicycle intersection 

accident? The answers to these questions can be a lot more complicated than many 

people might suspect. They’re also common questions since most bicycle accidents 

happen at intersections in Canada, according to Transport Canada. 

Our Toronto bicycle accident lawyers at Smitiuch Injury Law have handled many cases 

involving four-way stop collisions. As a result, we understand how right-of-way rules 

work in bicycle intersection accident claims. We also know who’s typically responsible 

and what evidence helps prove what actually happened. 

Who Has the Right of Way at a Four-Way Stop in Toronto? 

Ontario’s right-of-way rules for stop-controlled intersections come from the province’s 

Highway Traffic Act, not from any City of Toronto bylaw. Under this law, the first vehicle 

to come to a complete stop generally has the right of way to proceed through the 

intersection first. 

Two vehicles may arrive and stop at roughly the same time. In that situation, the vehicle 

on the right typically has the right of way. Ontario’s official driver’s handbook explains 

this rule clearly for exactly this kind of situation. This rule applies at every intersection 

with stop signs on all four corners, regardless of whether a car or a bicycle arrives first. 

This rule sounds simple. It becomes far less clear in the moments after a real collision. 

Memories differ, stress affects perception, and both people involved often believe they 

arrived first. That disagreement is often where a legal dispute over fault actually begins, 

long before either side speaks with a lawyer. 

Do Cyclists Have to Follow the Same Right-of-Way Rules as Drivers? 

Yes. Ontario’s Highway Traffic Act defines a bicycle as a type of vehicle, alongside cars, 

trucks, and motorcycles. This means cyclists have the same rights and the same 
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responsibilities as drivers at a four-way stop, without exception, no matter how the 

intersection is shared. 

A cyclist must come to a complete stop at a stop sign, just like a driver. A cyclist who 

arrives first and stops first has the same right of way a car would have in that same 

position. This also means a cyclist who rolls through a stop sign without stopping can 

bear some responsibility for a resulting collision. 

Many drivers do not realize that cyclists are held to this same standard. Some assume 

bicycles simply have to wait no matter when they arrived. That assumption is incorrect, 

and it is often at the centre of disputes over what actually happened at the intersection. 

What Are Common Right-of-Way Mistakes Drivers Make at Four-Way 

Stops Involving Cyclists? 

Right-of-way disputes at four-way stops often come down to a specific misjudgment by 

the driver. Recognizing these patterns helps show how a collision actually happened. 

Common mistakes include: 

• Misjudging a cyclist’s speed - A driver may assume a cyclist is moving slowly 

enough to safely go first. The cyclist may actually be approaching the 

intersection at a normal riding speed. 

• Assuming cars always go first - Some drivers incorrectly believe a car 

automatically has the right of way over a bicycle, regardless of who stopped first. 

• Failing to fully stop - A driver who rolls through a stop sign rather than coming to 

a complete stop may never properly establish their turn to proceed at all. 

• Turning across a cyclist’s path - A driver turning left or right at the intersection 

can fail to check for a cyclist proceeding straight through. That cyclist often has 

the right of way in that exact moment. 

Each of these mistakes reflects a specific failure by the driver to follow Ontario’s right-

of-way rules. Identifying exactly which mistake occurred is often the key to establishing 

fault after a collision at a four-way stop, and it shapes how a claim gets built from the 

very start. 

Who Is Liable When a Driver Fails to Yield to a Cyclist at a Four-Way Stop? 

Liable is a legal term that refers to who’s legally responsible for causing harm and for 

paying for the losses that result. When a driver fails to yield the right of way to a cyclist 

who arrived first, that driver is typically the liable at-fault party in this particular 

situation. 

Establishing liability often requires more than a cyclist’s own account of events. 

Insurance companies routinely investigate these collisions independently. They do not 



automatically accept a cyclist’s version of who arrived first. This holds true even when 

that version is entirely accurate. 

A driver who fails to yield at a four-way stop has breached a legal duty owed to every 

other road user at that intersection, including cyclists. That breach, combined with the 

harm it caused, generally forms the basis of the cyclist’s claim against the driver. 

Is Anyone Besides The Driver Ever Liable For A Bicycle Intersection 

Accident? 

The driver who failed to yield is almost always the primary at-fault (liable) party in a 

four-way stop collision. However, depending on the circumstances of a Toronto bicycle 

intersection accident, other parties may share responsibility as well, including: 

• City of Toronto - A missing, damaged, or obscured stop sign that contributed to 

the collision, for example, can shift some liability onto the city or another 

municipality responsible for maintaining that intersection. 

• Employer - A driver who caused the collision while working, including while 

making a delivery, may make their employer liable for the resulting harm. 

• Vehicle owner - If the driver did not own the vehicle, the registered owner’s 

insurance policy may provide an additional source of compensation. 

• Another driver - A third vehicle that blocked sightlines at the intersection, or 

another driver who also disregarded the right-of-way rules, can share fault 

alongside the driver who struck the cyclist. 

Identifying every at-fault party who contributed to a four-way stop collision can help 

ensure that an injured cyclist pursues every available source of compensation. A 

thorough investigation soon after the accident helps make sure no responsible party 

gets overlooked, along with any available insurance policy that could help pay for 

medical bills, lost income, long-term care and other accident-related expenses. 

Who Decides Who Had the Right of Way After a Collision? 

The Toronto police officer who responds to the scene will often note an opinion about 

fault in the official collision report. This opinion carries a lot of weight. But it’s not the 

final word on liability. And official police accident reports are sometimes based on 

limited information gathered minutes after a crash before all the facts are fully known. 

An insurance adjuster typically conducts a separate investigation. That adjuster forms 

their own conclusion about fault. This adjuster represents an insurance company’s 

financial interests. Those interests do not always align with a full and accurate account 

of what happened at the intersection. 



A claim that cannot be resolved through negotiation can move to court instead. A court 

can ultimately decide the question of fault based on the evidence presented by both 

sides. This decision carries far more weight than either a police report or an insurance 

company’s internal conclusion. 

Can a Cyclist Still Recover Compensation If They Were Partly at Fault? 

Yes. Even if a cyclist is partially at fault for causing a Toronto intersection accident, that 

cyclist can still recover some compensation. Under Ontario’s Negligence Act, fault at an 

intersection can be divided between both parties involved in a collision, based on what 

each person actually did. 

A court may find a cyclist partly responsible for a collision. That cyclist’s compensation 

gets reduced by their percentage of fault rather than eliminated completely. A cyclist 

found 20 percent at fault, for example, would still recover 80 percent of the 

compensation their injuries would otherwise support. 

Insurance companies sometimes argue for a higher percentage of cyclist fault than the 

evidence actually supports. Doing so lowers what they ultimately have to pay out on a 

claim. A cyclist without strong evidence and legal guidance may accept an unfairly high 

fault percentage without ever realizing it. 

What Evidence Helps Prove Who Had the Right of Way? 

Right-of-way disputes often come down to seconds and conflicting memories. Strong 

evidence matters a great deal in these cases. The following types of evidence often 

prove decisive: 

• Nearby security or dashcam footage - Cameras on nearby homes, businesses, or 

vehicles can sometimes capture the exact moment each party stopped and 

proceeded. 

• Witness statements - An independent witness who saw the intersection has no 

reason to favour either the driver or the cyclist. 

• The police report - Officer observations, diagrams, and any citations issued at 

the scene often provide an early record of what investigators believed 

happened. 

• Physical evidence - The final position of the bicycle and vehicle, along with any 

damage patterns, can help confirm the direction each party was travelling and 

the angle of impact. 

Gathering this evidence quickly matters, since security footage is often deleted within 

days. Witness memories fade fast as well. A cyclist who acts early is in a much stronger 

position to prove exactly what happened at the intersection. That evidence can 

otherwise disappear for good within a very short window. 
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Who Installs Four-Way Stop Signs in Toronto, and Does That Affect My 

Case? 

The City of Toronto, not the province, decides where to install all-way stop signs. City 

Council makes this decision based on a review by Transportation Services. This review 

follows a policy the city adopted in 2002 to guide these installations across every 

neighbourhood. 

This distinction matters because a poorly placed or obscured stop sign can raise 

separate questions about the city’s own responsibility for the intersection. Overgrown 

vegetation blocking a sign, or a sign knocked down and never replaced, could contribute 

to a collision in ways that go beyond simple driver error. 

A claim involving a problem with the sign itself, rather than just a driver’s failure to 

yield, may require notice to the municipality within a strict deadline. That deadline is 

often shorter than the deadline for an ordinary claim against a driver. This is a significant 

reason to speak with a lawyer quickly after a four-way stop collision. 

How Can a Toronto Bicycle Accident Lawyer Help After a Four-Way Stop 

Collision? 

Four-way stop collisions in Toronto often turn into a dispute over who arrived first at 

the intersection. That dispute can be difficult to resolve without strong, independent 

evidence. Insurance companies rarely give cyclists the benefit of the doubt in these 

situations, even when the facts clearly favour the cyclist. 

Our Toronto bicycle accident lawyers at Smitiuch Injury Law investigate these collisions 

thoroughly. We gather surveillance footage, witness statements, and physical evidence 

before it disappears. We handle communication with insurance companies so injured 

cyclists can focus on recovering instead of fighting an uphill battle alone. 

Contact us for a free consultation to discuss what happened and learn more about your 

legal options. We can review the details of your Toronto intersection accident and 

explain what steps make sense for your specific situation. 
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